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Quarterly Review . Volume 1

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

It is hard to believe that we have already entered the second quarter of 
the school year. Your daughters have been busy both in their classes 
and in their clubs and activities, and what very recently seemed like 
a new school year has settled into a familiar and rewarding routine. 

This fall at St. Joseph High School, we had the honor of a visit from 
United States Circuit Judge Denny Chin, pictured with me in the photo 
above. Judge Chin spoke to our entire senior class about his career in 
the legal profession, providing a great inspiration to many students! 
Turn the page to read an article about Senior Samantha Acosta’s Judi-
cial Internship and learn more about how we met Judge Chin. 

Hurricane relief efforts for Academia Maria Reina, our sister school 
in Puerto Rico reminded all of us of how special this community is, 
and how important it is that we continue the tradition of service that 
for so long has been part of the fabric of St. Joseph High School and 
the SJHS community. I am so very proud of the many positive efforts 
of our students to serve their school and community and to volun-
teer their time and talents to help others. I am also extremely grateful 
to their teachers, coaches, advisers, mentors, and parents who give 
their time and effort to plan, coordinate, and supervise these many 
service activities—they do not happen on their own. 

Thank you to all and I wish you and your families a very enjoyable 
winter. 



St. Joseph’s Quarterly Review

Samantha Acosta’s Passion for Justice

For Samantha Acosta, a se-
nior at St. Joseph High School, 

the opportunity to participate 
in the prestigious Sonia and 
Celina Sotomayor Judicial 

Internship Program this past 
summer was a dream come 
true. Though Samantha re-

members her mom staying up 
all night to watch Justice So-
tomayor’s confi rmation hear-

ings back in 2009, her own 
interest in the legal profession 

emerged later. A few years 
ago, a family member encoun-

tered some legal problems, 
and Samantha observed how 
the law was applied in a way

that she understood 
to be unjust. “I was 

shocked to fi nd 
out that the law 

could be used to 
promote injus-

tice,” Samantha 
explains.

From that point forward, Samantha began to 
pay attention to cases in the news involving in-
fl uential business people and musicians, notic-
ing how often those with enormous fi nancial re-
sources and social capital emerged unscathed 
from run-ins with the law. As a young Hispanic 
woman, Samantha aspires to become a law-
yer, and perhaps even a judge, in order to give 
a voice to all those whose words, actions and 
experiences have been suppressed through 
unjust laws and applications of laws.

The great philosopher and theologian Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas, whose explanation of legal and moral principles con-
tinues to shape many contemporary legal systems and 
governments, stated in the Summa Theologica that “Jus-
tice is a habit whereby one renders to each person his or 
her due by a constant and perpetual will.” It is a passion 
for justice of this nature that inspires Samantha, and many 
other young students, to contribute to their communities 
and society as a whole by working in legal professions.
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SJHS Government and Law  teacher Mr. Dennis Kallo ex-
plains,  “Understanding the ethical practice of law 
is not a new idea, but rather an ancient one that 
fi ts well with the identity and mission of St. Joseph 
High School. We seek to empower young women to fi nd 
their voices and grow in their faith and integrity to become 
leaders who will create a just and peaceful world. To cre-
ate such a world, we need ethics, principles, and tradi-
tions that we draw heavily on from our Catholic roots.”

In her internship this past summer, 
Samantha spent four days a week 
working with lawyers, clerks, the judge 
she was assigned to, and other judges 
in the Eastern District Court. During 
this period, she says, “Everything I 
knew about the law deepened.” 
She learned legal terminology, drafted 
her own opinions on numerous cases, 
and learned about the inner workings 
of the court system.. The internship 
program chooses motivated, high 
achieving students from underserved 
communities, seeking to increase di-
versity in the legal profession. “I have 
never been among a group of students who were all as 
serious, driven and ambitious as I am, and being im-
mersed in this environment challenged me to go far-
ther and try harder in everything I did,” Samantha says.

After working Monday through Thursday, students selected 
for the internship program spent their Fridays in weekly work-
shops that covered everything from SAT prep to preparing 
their college essays, and gave them a chance to get to know 
all the other interns. One of Samantha’s favorites amongst 
the weekly Friday guest speakers was Judge Denny Chin,
a United States Circuit Judge of the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit. Judge Chin spoke about his 
background as a Chinese American and how he came to be

a judge, and told the interns about some of the cases he had 
tried; for Samantha one best parts of this fi rst meeting 
with Judge Chin was fi nding out that he sits in the cham-
bers of Thurgood Marshall, which he occupied before he 
was appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court.

The highlight of the summer was meeting and speaking with 
Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor herself, at a spe-
cial reception for all the interns and their parents on July 12th, 
also Samantha’s birthday! She was impressed and moved by 
the humility and sincerity of the Justice, who shared with the in-
terns the story of her own journey to the Supreme Court, 
as the court’s fi rst Latina justice and its third female. 
She encouraged them to consider great and exciting possi-
bilities for their lives and insisted that no obstacles they face 
should stand in the way of hard work and determination. 

A story with such an exciting conclusion almost begged for a 
sequel. And that’s what it received in September, when Sa-
mantha was invited to attend a celebration of the 125th an-
niversary of the 2nd Circuit Court of Appeals, where she spoke 
with Judge Chin again. This time Samantha was ready with a 
new question. In Mr. Kallo’s class she had been learning about 
one of the Judge’s most high profi le cases, the trial of notori-
ous white collar criminal Bernard Madoff, who received a 
150 year sentence as a result of his engagement in the largest 
Ponzi scheme in the history of the United States. Samantha 
asked the Judge to elaborate on his sentencing decision, and, 
intrigued by her familiarity with the case, he offered to come 
speak to her entire senior class about his work as a judge!

On November 14th, Judge Chin arrived on campus here at 
St. Joseph’s. After reading about and discussing crimi-
nal law and political theory in class, meeting the judge 
allowed many of the concepts and people to come to 
life in a new way, encouraging students to see the re-
al-world application and impact of the topics they had 
been learning about. This event is a clear example of how 
the hands-on, experiential learning stressed at SJHS can con-
tribute to the holistic education of college and career-ready 
students. Some of the students in Mr. Kallo’s Law and Gov-
ernment class have also joined our new Model United Na-
tions team, now in its inaugural year. After several weeks of 
preparation, the team is participated in its fi rst ever competi-
tion (EmpireMUNC IV), from December 7-10th 2017 at NYU!

3│
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Everyone’s a Maker in the FabLab!
│

Discovering Your Inner Maker
On the fi rst day of class, students 
are encouraged to start thinking of 
themselves as makers and inventors, 
not just consumers of products and 
goods. This can be an exhilarating, but 
also frightening idea. Some students 
are sure that their creativity cannot ex-
tend to the realms of science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math, and hesi-
tate to connect them to their interest 
in arts such as drawing and storytell-
ing. And as young women, they have 
often assimilated the idea that such 
activities are “for boys,” causing them 
not to even consider if they might have 
interests and talents of their own that 
could grow and fl ourish in one of the 
many STEM fi elds.

A Lifetime of Learning 
Machines such as vinyl cutters, 3-D 
printers, drones, laser cutters and 
more, along with the CAD (Computer 
Aided Design) programs used to op-
erate them, can certainly be intimi-
dating at fi rst glance. But by starting 
out with fundamentals, our students 
gradually gain confi dence and skill, 
utilizing all these tools and many oth-
ers to both design and fabricate their 
own creations. In the ongoing, deeply

collaborative process, they also learn 
crucial communication skills and de-
velop lasting bonds of friendship with 
their classmates. In addition to the 
history of technological revolutions 
and changes, one of the most impor-
tant lessons FabLab students learn is 
that our ability to create increasingly 
complex tools, and to use those tools 
well, is what allows the human species 
to survive and thrive in the world. 

material, concrete world. Before de-
signing prototypes on the computer, 
they learn to design by hand, and af-
ter esigning on the computer, they 
learn how to test their projects out in 
the real world. At a time when employ-
ers are reporting a dearth of qualifi ed 
candidates for skilled manufacturing 
jobs, particularly in male-dominated 
fi elds of work, this kind of knowledge 
provides SJHS students with a much-
needed skill-set that will benefi t them 
in their future careers and beyond.

Today’s students often enter high school with 
very little experience making things them-
selves; with readily available pre-made prod-
ucts getting more sophisticated every day, we 
often forget all the hard work and constant 
innovation that goes on behind the scenes. 
And, sometimes we become so focused on 
the coolest new gadgets that we forget to 
ask what purpose is served by the things we 
as humans invent and make, and why we are 
able to be makers in the fi rst place. All of this 
and much more is the addressed in our brand-
new FabLab classes, taught by Mr. Matthew 
Mobijohn and Mr. Akil St. Louis. Gaining a rich understanding about 

the properties and potentialities of 
natural and synthetic materials, stu-
dents learn how to design and fabri-
cate objects that will be functional and 
durable. In this way, they begin to see 
the important connections between 
manual and digital tools, and to un-
derstand that even the most sophis-
ticated digital creation depends on a 
highly developed understanding of the
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The FabLab program contributes to St. Joseph High 
School’s vision for a holistic Catholic education. The 
Catholic Church teaches that human beings, made in 
the image of God, are co-creators with him, and that our 
capacity to endlessly innovate is given to us for the sake 
of service to ourselves and our families, our society, and 
the rest of creation. Instead of seeing our abilities as 
a path to self-aggrandizement and excessive pride, in 
the Catholic context we learn to put these talents at the 
service of God and his creation, in order to accomplish 
his work in the world and to praise him. In addition, by 
opening up opportunities for women in STEM fi elds, we 
seek to allow the mutual complementarity of women 
and men, spoken of so often by Pope John Paul II, to be 
more fully realized in the realms of work and study.

“Far from thinking that works produced by man’s own talent and energy are in opposition to 
God’s power, and that the rational creature exists as a kind of rival to the Creator, Christians 
are convinced that the triumphs of the human race are a sign of God’s greatness and the flower-
ing of his own mysterious design. For the greater man’s power becomes, the farther 
his individual and community responsibility extends. … People are not deterred by the 
Christian message from building up the world, or impelled to neglect the welfare of their fellows. 
They are, rather, more stringently bound to do these very things.”
– Gaudium Et Spes: Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 2nd Vatican Council 

Catholic Connection
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A Student’s Spiritual Journey
High school can be a tumultuous time for many 
young people. But spending those years in a lov-
ing and nurturing environment such as St. Jo-
seph’s, rooted in the Gospel and carrying a mis-
sion of teaching and living active inclusive love, 
unity and reconciliation, can allow students to 
journey through the struggles and joys they face 
with a growing faith and peace of heart. For stu-
dents at SJHS, their high school years often in-
volve just such a personal spiritual 
journey, while many also bring to 
our school community a deep faith 
life from their families and par-
ishes, enriching the lives of their 
peers through their vibrant wit-
ness to the power of the Gospel.

Marilyn Pauta, a sophomore, grew up in a Catholic house-
hold, and continues to cherish this upbringing. With her 
family, she has always been actively involved in her parish 
community, where she fi nds many other Ecuadorian Ameri-
can families like her own. As children, Marilyn and her sib-
lings would always pray with their mother after school, and 
she would teach them that God is always with them, through 
all suffering. In everything they experienced in their lives, her 
mom would help Marilyn and her siblings to discover God’s 
loving presence.

After spending some time back in Ecuador during middle 
school, Marilyn returned to the US with her father and broth-
er, while her mom stayed behind for a medical procedure. 
She knew she would not see her mom and younger siblings 
much for the next few years, and – after being used to a noisy 
and boisterous house full of children – she had a diffi cult time 
getting used to the quiet home she returned to each day. But, 
Marilyn was not alone. Missing the rest of her family brought 
her to enter more deeply into her parish community, spending 
time there with her father and brother, and asking God to ac-
company her during this time.

While in Ecuador, Marilyn had not been able to prepare for 
the sacrament of Confi rmation. When she came to SJHS, she 
began to ask about the possibility of being prepared for the 
sacrament at school. She spoke with Sister Pat Lucas, and 
soon enough Sister Pat lead a preparation class for Marilyn 
and group of other students who had missed sacraments for 
various reasons.

In the sacrament of Confi rmation, the believer is 
sealed in her or his Christian faith through the act of 
anointing with holy chrism oil. In addition to being a 
sign of abundance that heals, cleanses, strength-
ens and adorns, the anointing is taken from an an-
cient Hebrew practice by which priests were anoint-
ed and set apart for service to the Lord. While the 
original practice was reserved for priesthood, in the 
early Church after the descent of the Holy Spirit upon 
the apostles and Mary at Pentecost, the anointing 
with oil in the sacrament of Confi rmation became 
a sign that all Christians participated in to confi rm 
their faith and enter fully into the life of the Spirit.
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After the months of prepa-
ration, Marilyn was ready 
for the big day. Two weeks 
before, she asked her dad 
to take the day off of work 
so that he could attend. 
This request led to a long 
conversation between the 
two of them in which she 
asked him about his own 
experience of faith, and 
why he was such a prayer-
ful and religious person. 

He told her, “God is like the 
universe – never-ending, 
mysterious, beautiful, full 
of so many new things to 
discover. We will always 
be able to open ourselves 
more to God to go deeper 
into our relationship with 
him.” He told her that he 
experienced great healing 
through his faith when his 
mother died, because “the 
Church is a hospital for all 
broken souls.”

When the day came, it hap-
pened that Marilyn’s mom 
had come for a visit, not 
knowing that she was

Marilyn says. This year in Mr. 
Sennet’s religion class, this mes-
sage has been reinforced by 
their study of the book of Gen-
esis, and the prophecy of Je-
sus’s coming after Adam and 
Eve sinned. Mr. Sennet explained

to Marilyn’s class that, 
although we are always free 

to turn away from God, he 
never turns away from us. 

Sharing stories from his 
own family, he explained 

that our families should be 
a special place where we 
learn of God’s love for us 

through the companionship 
of our parents and siblings, 
and that we should work to 

help our families become 
clearer witnesses of God’s 
love and affection through 
our relationships with our 

family members.

Most importantly, however, 
he shared that even when 

our families fail us in some 
way, and we struggle to 
rely on and care for one 

another, we can always rely 
on God to remain with us 
through everything. “Re-

member all the memories 
you have of his presence 

in your life” – these words 
of Marilyn’s dad before her 

confi rmation ring true in 
her religion classes with 

Mr. Sennet at St. Joseph’s.

arriving just in time to see her 
daughter confi rmed in the faith 
that meant so much to their fam-
ily. For Marilyn, her mom’s pres-
ence on that day was a special 
blessing, a reminder that in all 
her times of diffi culty, she had 
never been alone. “Wherever I 
go, I always feel God’s blessing,” 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, “the effect of the sacrament of Confi r-
mation is the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
as once granted to the apostles on the day of 
Pentecost.”

“Confi rmation brings an increase and deepening 
of baptismal grace:

– it roots us more deeply in the divine fi liation which 
makes us cry, “Abba! Father!”;

– it unites us more fi rmly to Christ;

– it increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us;

– it renders our bond with the Church more perfect;

– it gives us a special strength of the Holy Spirit to 
spread and defend the faith by word and action 
as true witnesses of Christ, to confess the name 
of Christ boldly, and never to be ashamed of the 
Cross.”



St. Joseph’s Quarterly Review 8

Mes De La Herencia Hispana: A Delicious Tradition
│

For Mrs. Quinteros, a 12 year veteran of the SJHS 
Spanish program, one of the most beautiful moments 
of the year is when the mothers of students in her 
Accelerated Spanish classes (and sometimes the 
students themselves!) prepare a sampling of home-
made traditional Latin American food and bever-
ages for the annual Hispanic Heritage celebration.

This year saw foods like empanadas, salsichon, man-
gu, pernil, Mexican-style rice, mote ecuatoriano and 
taquitos, with fl an and arroz con leche for dessert. Bev-
erages included soda from Mexico and the Dominican 
Republic, as well as morocho – a spiced Ecuadorian 
drink made with milk, corn, cinnamon, raisins, vanilla, 
and citrus fruits. “I am amazed by and deeply grateful 
for the generosity of these women,” said Mrs. Quinte-
ros, speaking of the donated contributions – enough 
to feed the whole school!

Food is not the only way Hispanic history and culture 
are celebrated at SJHS, but it is one of the most im-
portant. Parents and grandparents pass on these reci-
pes to children, and families and friends eat together 
creating memories and traditions around a living cui-
sine. Every student in Accelerated Spanish comes 
from a Spanish language background, often with 
parents from two different Latin American countries. 
Their classes fully immerse them in reading, writing 
and speaking Spanish, and having the opportunity to 
share each student’s food traditions with the rest of 
the student body creates the opportunity for them to 
show one of the core aspects of what binds their own 
communities together across time and space.

Hispanic Heritage Month at SJHS kicked off on Septem-
ber 15th, with prayers in English and Spanish and a short 
explanation.  Prior to the school-wide celebration, held on 
October 12th, students in Mrs. Quinteros’ classes as well 
as Ms. Tchiremu’s spent the month focusing on different 
aspects of Hispanic history and culture. Twice a week they 
highlighted stories of notable Hispanic Americans like as-
tronaut Ellen Ochoa, Supreme Court Justice Sonia Soto-
mayor, labor and civil-rights activist Cesar Chavez, direc-
tor, and baseball star Roberto Clemente, over the school’s 
loudspeaker.

For Mrs. Quinteros, this activity is very important because, 
in a time of increasing tension over immigration and eth-
nic identity, it helps students and faculty to remember 
the many wonderful contributions that people of Hispan-
ic heritage have made to the United States throughout 
our shared history. Hispanic students are encouraged 
through this process to learn to take pride in their rich 
heritage. But they do not only consider the history of fa-
mous, prominent fi gures; they also learn about their own 
individual histories. Each student in Accelerated Spanish 
writes an autobiographical essay about where her family 
came from, the culture of that country (or those countries) 
and how her family keeps their traditions alive.



Dance the Cumbia!
The day also featured a Cumbia 
Columbiana performance choreo-
graphed by Ms. Barrat, and explained 
by a student, Karielys Ortiz. Cumbia 
is a dance that blends together ele-
ments of primarily African and In-
digenous musical traditions, with 
Spanish-infl uenced vestments and 
poems. While Cumbia is originally 
from Columbia, it has been adapted 
in different forms in Bolivia, Argen-
tina, Chile, the Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador and beyond. 
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A Visit to our Brother School

Students in all Spanish class-
es also visited our brother 
school, La Salle Academy, 
for their Hispanic Heritage 
Assembly. They got to see 
traditional Flamenco danc-
ing, and spend time with 
their friends at La Salle.

Eyes on the Future, With Ears 
for the Past
Mrs. Quinteros thinks that in addi-
tion to the many intellectual and per-
sonal benefi ts of dual language fl u-
ency, being able to speak Spanish is 
also a huge asset when it comes to 
choosing a career, particularly in NYC 
where so many people speak Span-
ish as their fi rst language. Among 
others, she has heard from alumnae 
who have used their knowledge of the 
language by traveling and studying in 
Spain, as well as in careers in social 
work and Spanish-language televi-
sion production. She looks forward 
to the possibility of some students 
eventually pursuing higher education 

in Spanish language and literature, 
studying the works of some of the 
endless Latin American and His-
panic American novelists and poets.

“Soy en cuerpo de ahora; del ayer no sé nada.
En lo vivo mi vida sabe el Soy de lo nuevo.”

From “Soy en cuerpo de ahora” 
 by Puerto-Rican poet Juila de Burgos



Encountering the Material World with Mr. D’Agosto
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Did you hear that sound coming 
from our second Makerspace 
classroom? It was probably one 
of the power saws or planers 
that Mr. Carmine D’Agosto and 
several SJHS students have been 
using to build the drafting tables 
for our new Fundamentals of En-
gineering course! Mr. D’Agosto 
was a cabinet maker for thirty 
years before coming to SJHS as 
a math teacher in 2006. He is ex-
cited to share some of his passion 
for his craft with students here. 
Working with wood, and learning 
to use hand and power tools, is a 
process that requires focus, care 
and attention, qualities that are 
sure to contribute positively to all 
his students’ future endeavors.. 

But that’s not all; in Shop Class as Soulcraft, a 
book dear to the heart of Mr. D’Agosto, the phi-
losopher and motorcycle mechanic Matthew 
Crawford explains how activities like carpentry, 
which engage our cognitive faculties through the 
action of our bodies, spur our experiential knowl-
edge and understanding of the natural world:

“Skilled manual labor entails a systematic 
encounter with the material world, precisely 
the kind of encounter that gives rise to 
natural science. From its earliest practice, 
craft knowledge has entailed knowledge of 
the ‘ways’ of one’s materials — that is, 
knowledge of their nature, acquired through 
disciplined perception…Through pragmatic 
engagement, the carpenter learns the dif-
ferent species of wood, their fitness for 
such needs as load bearing and water hold-
ing, their dimensional stability with chang-
es in the weather, and their varying resis-
tance to rot and insects. The carpenter also 
gains a knowledge of universals, such as the 
right angle, the plumb, and the level, which 
are indispensable for sound construction.”

St. Joseph’s Quarterly Review
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Student Internship Spotlight: Isabella Castillo
A bright and bubbly sophomore at St. Jo-
seph High School, Isabella Castillo plans to 
one day travel the world as an archaeolo-
gist. “Every object you fi nd has a story” she 
says, expressing her excitement at the pos-
sibility of uncovering and studying artifacts 
from ancient civilizations and communities, 
to know more about how they lived, what 
they thought, and what kinds of experienc-
es made up their day to day lives. She also 
hopes to study languages, so that in her trav-
els she can communicate with researchers 
the world over, as well as local people in re-
gions she visits. Isabella’s openness, warmth 
and curiosity are evident from the moment 
she starts talking – her zest for life is conta-
gious, making anyone speaking with her 
want to ask, where does it come from?

When she was 11, Isabella fi rst became involved with Hour Children, an organi-
zation that helps formerly incarcerated women fi nd housing and work, providing a 
network of support for women and their children as they start to rebuild their lives. 
Isabella and her brother grew up attending Hour Children’s programs for children 
and teens, where she and her family  found assistance, care, compassion, and life-
long friendships. In particular, she benefi ted from being paired with a great mentor, 
who took time to get to know her and help her stay on track with school and other 
daily activities.

Located primarily in Long Island City, Queens, Hour Children was originally founded 
in the 1980’s by Sister Tesa of the Sisters of St. Joseph. Isabella has always been 
moved by Sister Tesa’s understanding of love and reconciliation – that we must 
accept and forgive past mistakes, and then move on from them, rather than be 
defi ned by them and judged for them forever. Given that last year’s SJHS theme 
was “Be of service to the world,” it is especially appropriate that this past summer 
Isabella returned to Hour Children as an intern, volunteering in the day care. She  

loved caring for the children, and 
spending time with the kind and lov-
ing staff of the program. However, Isa-
bella’s internship at Hour Children was 
not the only highlight of her summer. 

Just as she began working at the day-
care, she also found out that she was 
accepted into the Intrepid Air and 
Space Museum‘s prestigious GOALS 
for Girls Summer Intensive, a six-week 
program that offers 8th and 9th grade 
girls opportunities to expand their 
knowledge and skills in STEM fi elds. 
The program includes talks and pre-
sentations from women who work in 
these fi elds, as well as workshops, 
fi eld trips and talks. Many of the work-
shops took place “on-ship” at the In-
trepid museum, but Isabella’s favorite 
activity was the coding class the she 
and the other participants took at Yale 
University. Visiting and studying at the 
campus of one of the country’s lead-
ing universities open her eyes many to 
new possibilities for her future.

As Isabella enters her second year 
at SJHS, she looks forward with en-
thusiasm to learning more about her 
favorite subjects – languages and his-
tory – and growing in friendship with 
her classmates. Wherever she ends up 
in the future – whether traveling the 
world as an archaeologist, or debating 
foreign diplomats at the United Na-
tions (her plan B), she is sure to bring 
a smile to the faces of the people she 
meets each day, through her caring 
spirit, her cheerful attitude, and her 
kind heart. 

Fall 2017



12│

iPad 1:1 in Action!
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We’ve probably all heard about 
the numerous benefi ts of in-
corporating smart technology 
into the classroom; from in-
creased digital fl uency and a 
more collaborative educational 
experience to a more seam-
less delivery of course materi-
als and a vastly wider and more 
interactive array of available 
content, using lightweight tab-
lets in school is perhaps quite 
obviously to be preferred over 
heavy, expensive textbooks, 
crumpled notes in backpacks, 
dog-eaten assignments, and 
hard to read white boards.

At SJHS, we recently improved our 
classrooms by launching an iPad 
1:1 program, and equipping ev-
ery classroom with SMART boards 
and Apple TVs. For the past year, 
teachers have been preparing for 
the shift by learning how to use 
numerous different education fo-
cused applications. So, let’s check 
in on how this new adventure is 
helping our students learn and our 
teachers teach!

Left: Ms. Ventura’s 
Chemistry students draw 
their own versions of J.J. 
Thompson’s “plum-pud-
ding model” of atomic 
structure

Right: Ms. Hu’s Geometry 
students learn and label 
different kinds of angles, 
praciting at the Smart 
Board!

Mr. Kallo’s History students collabora-
tively outline articles in Google Docs

Ms. Turman’s English students prepare 
for a quiz using a learning game

Did we beat Ms. Turman? 
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Early Beginnings
Ms. Stacia Green, who works in the IT department 
at SJHS, teaches Technology Fundamentals classes, 
and runs the Robotics Club with Mr. Mobijohn and 
Mr. St. Louis, found her passion for engineering early 
on in life. As a little girl, she considered herself a tom-
boy; she loved to run around outside, play with the 
boys, and help out her uncle in his mechanic shop. 
“Pass me the pliers,” or “Pass me the wrench,” her 
uncle would say, and little by little she came to know 
all about the different tools he would use to repair 
cars. 
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Full STEAM Ahead: Fundamentals of Technology

lines and fi xing the MDF (Main Distribution Frame). Eventually she de-
cided she wanted to pursue new career options, so she came to City 
Tech (CUNY) here in Downtown Brooklyn, and studied for another de-
gree Telecommunications Engineering Technology. Initially dismayed 
to fi nd that she was almost the only woman in her classes, she was 
determined not to let that fact deter her from following her passion. By 
the time she graduated, 50% of the men in the program had dropped 
out, and she was still there.

Young Women in STEAM
Ms. Green shows the fi lm Hidden Figures to her students at the begin-
ning of the school year, as an introduction to the topics and ideas they 
will cover in the class. She hopes that they and future students will be 
inspired by the true story of African American women such as Kather-
ine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughn and Mary Jackson, whose mathematical 
ingenuity, and fl uency with the latest computer technologies contribut-
ed to numerous aspects of the NASA space program during the 1960s. 

Many students who start out in the Tech Fundamentals class also join 
the Mouse Squad, a robotics club where they can keep exploring their 
interests in engineering and computer science through fun activities 
and challenges. Ms. Green has seen one hour meetings easily turn into 
two and half hours; once the students get engrossed in the projects, she 
observes eyes brighten and minds engage – ideas fl ow back and forth 
across the room, and students share what they have fi gured out with one 
another, generating a dynamic – maybe even an electric – atmosphere.

“Movies like Hidden Figures are powerful,” Ms. 
Green says, “because they build confi dence, and 
help teen girls overcome their fear of breaking 
barriers that stand in the way of pursuing their 
dreams, especially in STEAM fi elds.”

Education and Vocation
In Fundamentals of Technology class, Ms. Green 
starts the year off by having students build a timeline 
of the past, present and future of technology; each 
student is tasked with researching three develop-
ments in each of the STEAM fi elds from the past 100 
years. Through this exercise, students gain a deep 
understanding of how scientifi c discovery and tech-
nological innovation occur, and how events of the 
past continue to shape the present and the future. 
In the class, Ms. Green uses hands-on activities to 
teach the basics of robotics, circuitry, and coding, 
and students learn about sustainability and new ad-
vancements in renewable energy technologies. 

One day, something special happened. A friend took 
apart an old phone and connected the speaker in the 
handset to a tall almond tree. The tree acted as a gi-
ant antenna, and the little speaker began to pick up 
AM radio signals. “How was he able to do this? How 
did it happen? What are these devices? How do they 
work?” She was overfl owing with questions and curi-
osity, and the event that day lit a fi re in her that gave 
birth eventually to her decision to pursue a career in 
electrical engineering.

Changing Times
In her fi nal year of college, Ms. Green was contacted 
by her school’s career services department with a job 
offer from a telecommunications company. She loved 
her work, which involved installing new telephone
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Speak Up, 
Speak Out! 

The Legacy of 
Speech & Debate 

A little over 30 years ago, Mr. David Ris-
ley started helping out his brother with 
coaching the SJHS Speech and Debate 
team. Eventually his brother moved on, 
but David stayed, and he has been here 
ever since, dedicating his afternoons 
after school, and often his Saturdays 
as well, to the students of our school. 
“When I fi rst came to SJHS,” 
says Sophomore Mia Weiss-
man, “I was shy and quiet. 
In Speech, Mr. Risley stood 
across the room from me and 
got me to project my voice 
clearly and confi dently. I have 
gained confi dence and 
learned how to articulate 
my thoughts more clearly, 
using my voice, gestures, and 
posture. My favorite thing about Speech 
and Debate is that I get the chance 
to travel, see new places, and learn 
about different people, something 
I could never do before.” Senior Ty-
lyn Garvin says, “Speech helps me in 
my communication skills, and gives me 
confi dence, new friends, and wonderful 
experiences with other students.”

“Speechers” as they are called compete 
in a wide variety of events, for example 
Dramatic Interpretation, in which 
competitors perform a 10 minute se-
lection from a piece of literature (play, 
poem or prose), using voice and ges-
ture to develop character. The goal is to 
communicate emotion while displaying 

the thematic 
depth of the 
piece. An-
other popu-
lar event is 
O r i g i n a l 
Oratory, in 
which stu-
dents deliv-
er a 10 min-
ute speech 

they have written themselves, crafting 
their argument using the ancient prin-
ciples of rhetoric – ethos, pathos, and 
logos. SJHS students often excel in the 
Oral Interpretation event, in which, 
using a manuscript, students perform 
a spliced together selection of literary 
pieces centered around and unifi ed by a 
common theme.

The results of Speech and 
Debate do not stop with 
exciting, nail-biting com-
petitions; participation in 
this co-curricular activity 
has lead alumnae to pur-
sue careers in acting, pub-
lic advocacy, law, man-
agement, and beyond.
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 “Give me more”, “I don’t 
believe you”, “Bigger”, “Get 
Angry”. I remember it like 
it was yesterday. David Ris-
ley taught me that I could 
achieve more than what I, 
or other people thought that 
I was capable of.

I joined the Speech and De-
bate Team and realized I re-
ally wanted to do theatre. 
So now I’m studying musical 
theatre at a conservatory. 
I also realized I like political 
science, and Speech and 
Debate really helped me 
voice my opinions and learn 
that my voice can be power-
ful even in the toughest of cir-
cumstances.

St. Joseph’s Quarterly Review 14│



ing – and marked words and phrases where they 
heard such changes.  After reviewing a fully punc-
tuated version of the poem and making compari-
sons to their own markings, they watched the per-
formance again, this time observing aspects of 
body language including posture, facial expres-
sions, mimicry, and the other ways Mali used his 
limbs to shape pieces of the poem on the stage.

Students were surprised to hear how humorous 
the poem is when performed – when reading, 
they initially heard it as angry and critical, while 
when the poem took fl esh through the perfor-
mance, they started to hear the layers of satire 
and the drama the poem unfolds between fragile, 
questioning uncertainty and clear, precise, convict-
ed declaration. In addition, each time they watched 
the poem again with a different aspect of the per-
formance in mind, they discovered the many dif-
ferent facets of the craft. Ms. Simone explained 
that in spoken word, language becomes deeply em-
bedded in all the different parts of bodily commu-
nication – rather than becoming abstracted from 
the body, as many students tend to expect from 
poetry. In fact, she told the students that in this art 
form, language can become a form of dance.

“Teaching poetry, especially to a group of young 
women, has been fulfi lling in every way,” Waugh 
says. “I enjoy watching their confi dence grow 
as writers and performers. As a poet, this gives 
me the opportunity to work on my craft as well.” 
This is Waugh’s fi rst year as a member of Genera-
tion Verb, an organization that facilitates the teach-
ing and learning of the traditional African art of 
storytelling, from which spoken word derives, in 
schools and other educational settings. The orga-
nization and its founder, poet Kraal Charles, hope 
that through learning this history and craft of spo-
ken word, students will discover their own voices, 
and gather skills and confi dence to tell their stories.

“In case you hadn’t realized,
it has somehow become uncool

to sound like you know what you’re talking about?”

So begins “Totally like whatever, 
you know?”, a poem by former high 
school English teacher and interna-
tionally renowned spoken word poet, 
Taylor Mali.  The poem, as per-
formed by Mali on the Def Poetry 
Jam, uses words, tone, infl ection and 
bodily gestures to satirize the lack of 
conviction and certainty with which 
many people, particularly young peo-
ple, tend to speak – with fi ller words 
such as “like,” “whatever,” “totally,” 
“cool,” and higher infl ection at the 
ends of sentences to indicate a constant question that never resolves into 
a declarative statement – “Invisible question marks and parentheti-
cal (you know?)’s” – Mali embodies the phenomenon he describes. 

Once a week in Ms. Daniel’s and Ms. Brown’s English classes, Simone 
Waugh (Ms. Simone) from Generation Verb comes in to lead a spo-
ken word poetry workshop in which students learn the many ele-
ments of the craft, and perform compositions of their own. On the day 
when they watched Mali’s performance, students began by fi rst read-
ing an unpunctuated version of the poem on their iPads, know-
ing nothing yet about the poet – not his race, gender, or any aspects 
of his biography – or the bodily and vocal gestures he would use in 
the performance. Their fi rst task was to take some guesses about 
how the poem would sound when performed, who its speaker 
would be, how the syntax would fl ow, etcetera. Next, they watched 
the performance, while listening for punctuation pauses and mark-
ing them on their versions. The second time through, they listened for 
changes in infl ection – the pitch of a speaker’s voice rising and fall

Poetry Takes Center Stage with Generation Verb!
Fall 2017 15│



Lift Up Your Voice and Sing! 

Come Let Us Sing With Joy to the Lord! 

Singing in a chorus is somewhat unique 
among human activities; to sing well, listen-
ing to all the sounds that surround you is just 
as important as any sound you make. Each 
singer’s voice is unique, and yet all can come 
together to make a new sound, stronger and 
clearer for its many parts.  Indeed, one of 
the great choral traditions of the Catholic 
Church, polyphony, comes from Greek words 
meaning “a multiplicity or variety of sounds.”

 Immersing oneself in a choral song is an incred-
ibly powerful experience because the singer feels 
a sense of belonging, and of being pulled beyond 
herself into something great and beautiful, some-
thing transcendent.Whatever emotions and expe-
riences the music expresses – joy, suffering, fear, 
wonder, love, or loneliness – the voices blend to 
create a harmonious whole, where each singer 
can fi nd herself as a part of a community. Enter-
ing into a song can allow a student to process and 
express her own emotions and experiences, and 
to understand those of others, building bonds of 
empathy and cooperation.

For young women who are new to sing-
ing, careful training and years of prac-
tice can help to discover and refi ne 
hidden talents, bringing a sense of ac-
complishment and personal fulfi llment. 
For these reasons among others, St. 
Joseph High School sees choral singing 
as an integral part of the well-round-
ed education that we seek to offer. 

Learing the  art of  singing
In Mr. Schlesser’s Chorus classes, 
Freshwomen learn the fundamentals of 
music and singing. They receive vocal 
training, learn sight reading and sight 
singing, and encounter the basics of

harmony. In a loving and nurturing envi-
ronment they develop confi dence, stage 
presence, and train both their voices 
and their minds in the art of choral sing-
ing. Many students who might still be 
looking for their passions and talents 
uncover a voice they never knew they 
had as they learn to sing. 

In addition, Chorus provides a thread 
of continuity; many students remain in 
the program for all four years of high 
school, growing in skill, gaining perfor-
mance experience, and developing a 
repertoire of music. In grades 10-12 the 
students are singing in a three part SSA, 

(1st Soprano/ 2nd Soprano/ Alto) 
choir learning pieces from a wide 
variety of genres. They prepare mu-
sic for school liturgies, and perfor-
mances at Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Women’s Professional Day, and 
Fine Arts variety shows, and more. 

Whether the pieces are religious or 
secular in nature, Mr. Schlesser looks 
for compositions that are rich with 
meaning, allowing students to enter 
deeply into the experience they convey.

Photo Credit: Stephanie Mann, 
@StephMannStephMann
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The Joy of Teaching
A working artist himself, Mr. Schlesser ex-
plains, “It is a joy to share the crafts I love 
with students, and to help them  discover 
their hidden talents. Because Chorus is 
an elective subject, I get to teach students 
who choose to take this class, and this  
is part of why they are so engaged and 
excited to learn.” In a time when many 
schools are cutting back on their support 
for arts programs, Mr. Schlesser is very 
grateful for the supportive administration 
at SJHS, which has always valued Cho-
rus as an important part of education.

Catholic Connection

“It is in living and acting that humans establishes their re-
lationship with being, with the truth and with the good. 
The artist has a special relationship to beauty. In a very 
true sense it can be said that beauty is the vocation be-
stowed on her by the Creator in the gift of ‘artistic tal-
ent’. And, certainly, this too is a talent which ought to 
be made to bear fruit, in keeping with the sense of the 
Gospel parable of the talents (cf. Mt 25:14-30).

Here we touch on an essential point. Those who perceive 
in themselves this kind of divine spark which is the artistic 
vocation—as poet, writer, sculptor, architect, musician, 
actor and so on—feel at the same time the obligation 
not to waste this talent but to develop it, in order to put 
it at the service of their neighbour and of humanity as a 
whole.”

– From “Letter to Artists” by Pope Saint John Paul II



The Beauty of Service Learning at SJHS

St. Joseph’s Quarterly Review 18│

Founded by a high school student nearly 20 years 
ago, Glamour Gals is a national organization that 
seeks to facilitate inter-generational friendship and 
foster compassionate teen leaders, bridging the 
gap between young and old. Glamour Gals provide 
manicures and pedicures to residents in senior homes 
across the country, taking time to get to know them, 
learn about their lives, and share their own questions 
and experiences. Our chapter at SJHS just celebrat-
ed our eighth anniversary!

Describing her Glamour Gal experience, 
SJHS student Maria Constable writes, 
“When I told [one of the residents] 
my name she said, ‘Wow! You have a 
beautiful name, and your earrings are 
also beautiful.’ She made me feel re-
ally good about myself, showing me that 
I was beautiful and intelligent…One of

[the residents] was even showing off her 
nails. I felt so proud. She said that when 
her family comes to visit she will greet 
them with a big ‘Hi Darling,’ and show 
off her nails. Maria continues, “I be-
lieve that Glamour Girls allows us to give 
back to our community, and it makes me 
feel happy to know that I brightened up 

someone’s day. At fi rst I joined the 
club because it offered commu-
nity service, but I remained part of 
the club because the smiles of the 
women showed me that what I was 
doing was worthwhile. I really think 
more people should consider joining 
the club to give back to the elderly 
and make them happy. You can also 
learn a lot about life in the past and 
you can grow as a person with the 
advice you get from the residents.”

Mr. Touhey, SJHS Vice Principal, 
has been instrumental in fostering 
the ongoing popularity of Glamour 
Gals at our school. Last year, he 
was invited to speak at the annual 
Glamour Gals gala about the power-
ful impact that the organization has 
had on the lives of students at SJHS.
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“It’s good for the elderly 
to communicate their wis-
dom to the young; and it is 
good for the young people 
to gather this wealth of ex-
perience and wisdom, and 
to carry it forward, not so 
as to store it in a museum, 
but to bring it forward ad-
dressing the challenges of 
life.” 

– Pope Francis, February 
2014Catholic Connection

Though I have not been in Glamour Gals 
the longest, I can say I have learned my 
fair share of stories and lessons from visit-
ing people in senior homes. The Glamour 
Gals are a group of students who volunteer 
to visit people in senior housing. We paint 
their nails and give manicures, but that’s 
not the main reason why we go there. 
We go there to accompany the seniors 
who are living there, talking with them 
and learning many things about them. 
At least, that’s why I go. Some people 
might see it as just getting service hours, 
but I go there not only for that reason. 

I have always enjoyed listening and learn-
ing about other people’s stories and at 
Glamour Gals there are so many peo-
ple with so many life lessons that ev-
eryone can learn. At my latest sessions  

of going to Glamour Gals, I met this lovely woman named 
Mary. She was hard of hearing and got lost in thought 
quite easily. She had always worked as a secretary ever 
since her teen years. She met her husband when she 
was in her early 20’s, but before that she and her father 
traveled all around the world, including most of the Unit-
ed States and European cities such as Rome and Paris.

One of Mary’s most common phrases is, “What are you 
gonna do about it”. Though it wasn’t an actual ques-
tion towards me, she would say it during stories about 
her husband and son passing, and she would also say it 
when discussing about how her body hurt. She knew it 
was nothing more than the inevitable. One thing I have 
learned from her is to not sweat what is going to come to 
you. It’s going to happen sometime so there’s no need of 
worrying about it. It reminds me that I have such a long 
life in front of me, and how there is so much I haven’t 
learned yet. And I know I would’ve never even thought of 
or considered some of the life lessons they teach in the 
senior center, even though they probably don’t even real-
ize how much of an infl uence they can be. The most im-
portant message I have to share is that Glamour Gals is 
not only a place of service hours, but of learning as well.

Service as Learning, 
Through a Student’s Eyes
by Mia Weissman, Class of 2020



“Documenting Ourselves”: Student Literary Panel
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For the second year in 
a row, St. Joseph High 
School seniors partici-
pated in the annual 
Mosaic Literary Confer-
ence, hosted by Mo-
saic Magazine, “a tri-
annual magazine that 
explores the literary 
arts by writers of African 
descent, and features 
interviews, essays, and 
book reviews”.

This year’s conference, entitled Black Documents: 
Jamel Shabazz - Freedom, and held on Saturday, No-
vember 25th at the Bronx Museum of the Arts, cen-
tered on the beautiful and ground-breaking photogra-
phy of legendary street photographer Jamel Shabazz 
and the place of such photography in pedagogy. It in-
cluded a photography exhibit, workshops and presenta-
tions from scholars and educators, and a screening of 
Ava DuVernay’s award-winning documentary fi lm 
13th. 

In a striking contrast to the beautiful photos by 
Shabazz that were featured at the conference, SJHS 
students studied the often one-dimensional and mi-
sogynistic portrayal of women, men and families 
of color in mainstream culture and media, proposing 
solutions for how narratives of these lives can be de-
picted and told more authentically. 

Their panel, entitled “Documenting Ourselves: Reframing 
Our Visual Narratives,” included a discussion by Yael Barber 
about the portrayal of black families, looking at Family Matters, 
The Cosby Show, Precious, and Baby Boy, while Jaydah Frazier 
focused on media depictions of black single motherhood. Ziyah 
Myers considered misogyny in hip-hop and the music industry and 
Yenile Rosario discussed cultural appropriation as opposed to 
cultural appreciation. 

English Department chairwoman Ms. Aiesha Turman moderated 
the panel, and coached students in their analysis, writing, and pre-
sentation skills in her Public Speaking class, a one-semester 
elective open to Juniors and Seniors. For the students who par-
ticipated, the highlight of the event was the enthusiasm of the 
audience, who asked questions going beyond the content of their 
presentations and focusing on their plans for college, the impact 
of their studies on relationships with peers, and other relatable 
topics based on their own experiences.
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 “Jamel Shabazz was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. At the age of fi fteen, he 

picked up his fi rst camera and started to document his peers. Inspired by photog-
raphers Leonard Freed, James Van Der Zee, and Gordon Parks, he was marveled 
with their documentation of the African American community. In 1980 as a con-
cerned photographer with a clear vision he embarked on a mission to extensive-
ly document various aspects of life in New York City, from youth culture to a wide 
range of social conditions. Due to its spontaneity and uniqueness, the streets and 
subway system became backdrops for many of his photographs. Shabazz says his 
goal is to contribute to the preservation of world history and culture. In the past 10 
years he has had over two dozen solo exhibitions; “Men of Honor”, “A Time Before 
Crack”, “Pieces of a Man”, “Represent”, When Two Worlds Meet”, “Back in the Days,” 
and “Seconds of my Life,” which have been shown from Argentina to The Nether-
lands, England, Italy, Germany, France, Japan and throughout the United States.” 
From www.jamelshabazz.com

Every year, I’m impressed by how 
these young women expand what it 
means to be “smart.” The default be-
ing, if you get good grades and matric-
ulate then you must be smart. But to 
a greater degree this new intelligence 
is about navigating the relentless and 
sometimes corrosive narratives of so-
cial media, claiming equality within 
adolescent patriarchy, and, through 
sisterhood, building substantive net-
works of friendship that help gird 
them against societal ills. Equally 
impressive is that in their teens they 
are astute enough to take advantage 
of opportunities to speak on panels 
when self-important activities often 
times leave young people isolated 
from peers and adults.

– Ron Kavanaugh, Mosaic

The SJHS students were the only 
high school participants in the 
conference, and their presence, 
which evoked curiosity and enthu-
siasm from the other attendees, 
also impressed conference orga-
nizer and Mosaic publisher Ron 
Kavanaugh



Fall Athletics Highlights! 
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Photos from top L to R: 
1. XC Team at the Six Flags 
Invitational
2. Jourdan Garnett, fi nish-
ing 1st out of Brooklyn/
Queens at NYS Federation 
Championships
3. Volleyball Team 
4. Alanni Cannon - 1st in 
600 m at Bishop Loughlin 
Invitational
5. Varsity Basketball
6. Raven Pitt signed on to 
play basketball for Wagner 
College! 


